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COMPREHENDING 
COMPLEX TEXT



Students need multiple strategies for comprehending complex texts, 
including:
 n  Understanding genre
 n  Comprehension skills
 n  Comprehension strategies
 n  Background knowledge
 n  Vocabulary

This sampler includes:
 n  Student Text
 n  Comprehension and vocabulary practice
 n  Support for first read and close read
 n  Minilessons to support comprehension strategies and skills
 n  Engage students in texts they want to read

Available 

for 30 texts 

per grade 

level 

online!



  Drama

by Rich Lo

Grace              
  Grandma

and

Genre

AUDIO

ANNOTATE
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Identify Play 
Elements
Underline words that 
help you identify all of 
the characters who will 
appear in the play. Use 
this text evidence to 
discuss this element of 
the drama.

CLOSE READ

mom

wendi zhang, Age 8

Characters

dad

grace liu, Age 8 

grandma mei

Setting: Chicago, Illinois, in the year 2006

Scene 1
It’s Monday afternoon. grace has just come home 
from school and is talking to dad in the kitchen of 
their home.

DAD (to grace): How was school today, Grace?

GRACE: It was good—except for Chinese class. 
As usual.

DAD: Shhh! Don’t let your grandmother hear 
you say that!

GRACE (lowering her voice): I don’t know why I 
have to take Chinese. 

DAD: Yes, you do know why. Everyone in our 
family speaks Chinese. It’s an important part 
of our heritage.

GRACE: But you hardly ever speak Chinese at 
home! Except when you’re saying something 
you don’t want me to understand. You know, 
like, “Let’s make Grace go to bed early tonight 
so we can have some peace and quiet.”

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

heritage family or 
cultural history and 
traditions that are 
passed down through 
the years  

8 
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Monitor 
Comprehension
Highlight words that you 
could reread to monitor 
your comprehension of 
which characters are 
speaking in this scene.

CLOSE READ

DAD: That means you’re pretty bright. Bright 
enough to learn Chinese. When you do,  
Mom and I won’t be able to keep secrets from 
you anymore.

GRACE: That’d be nice, but . . . Chinese is so 
hard. Our teacher is strict, too. Really, Dad, 
what’s the point? I’m an American! I don’t 
speak Chinese with any of my friends. We 
all speak English! Chinese is what the older 
Chinese people  speak.

GRANDMA MEI (entering the room): Older, eh? 

GRACE (hugging grandma mei): I didn’t mean 
it that way, Grandma! I just—

GRANDMA MEI: It’s all right, Grace. I know 
I’m no spring chicken. (She laughs. 
grace looks confused.)

DAD: Spring chicken means someone young, like  
a chicken that just hatched in the spring. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

DAD (laughing): If you understand that, you 
must be learning something in Chinese class.

GRACE: I don’t understand the words. I hear 
my name, and then I can guess the rest from 
the look on your face. 

9 

10 
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CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements 
Underline details that 
help you identify the 
setting of scene 2.

It’s dinner time on the same day.

GRANDMA MEI: That was one of the first 
phrases I learned when I came to this country. 
I was a spring chicken back then, just like you 
are now, Grace. Back then, I didn’t want to 
learn English any more than you want to 
learn Chinese.

GRACE (frowning): But you had to learn English 
to live here. I don’t have to learn Chinese to 
live here! I just want to speak English. I’m 
going to go do my English homework.

(grace picks up her backpack and heads to 
her room.)

Scene 2
It’s early Monday evening of the same day. mom has 
just come home from work. She joins grace, dad, 
and grandma mei at the dinner table.

MOM (speaking excitedly): Guess what happened 
at work today?

DAD: Hmm. You discovered a cure for the 
common cold?

GRANDMA MEI: We already have the cure. 
It’s Chinese hot and sour soup, from 
Great-Grandma Ni Ni’s recipe.

DAD: True, true. Okay, so what happened?

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Vocabulary in 
Context
Idioms are phrases 
or expressions whose 
meaning cannot be 
understood from the 
ordinary meaning of the 
words that form them.

Underline the idiom in 
paragraph 18 to identify 
it. Then underline the 
context clue within the 
sentence that helps you 
explain its meaning. 
Finally, use the idiom in 
an original sentence.
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CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension 
Highlight dialogue 
that can help you ask 
and answer a question 
to monitor your 
comprehension of who 
Wendi is.

MOM: I met a woman whose family just moved 
from China. Her daughter is starting at your 
school next week, Grace. She’s just a month 
younger than you.

GRACE: What’s her name? Does she 
speak English?

MOM: Wendi Zhang, and yes. Her mom says 
Wendi started learning English when she was 2!

GRANDMA MEI: I’m not surprised. In China, 
people think it’s very important to 
learn English.

MOM: Wendi’s grandfather came to America 
around the same time you did, Mei!  
Wendi’s dad was born here in Chicago. 

GRACE: I thought you said Wendi just 
moved here.

MOM: Yes. Her dad went to China to become 
a teacher. Then he got married, and now the 
family has come to live in America. You’ll help 
Wendi find her way around school, won’t you?

GRACE: Okay, I guess so, but I have a lot to 
do tomorrow! I don’t see why someone 
else can’t—

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements 
Underline stage 
directions that help you 
understand how the 
actors speak and move 
in the scene. 

MOM (in a serious tone): Wendi shares your 
heritage, Grace. I thought you’d be excited!

GRACE: Why should I care about my heritage? 
(Pulls back her chair from the dining room table.) 
I’m not hungry anymore. May I go to my 
room?

(mom nods, and grace leaves the table and goes to 
her room.)

MOM: What’s the matter with her?

DAD: I don’t know. Every time we mention the 

word China lately, she turns into a storm cloud. 

GRANDMA MEI (laughing): She doesn’t seem 
to like the word heritage, either! Oh, well. 
Let’s not allow this pasta to go to waste. (She 
takes the pasta grace left on her plate.) 

Scene 3 

It’s later on Monday evening. grace is lying on 
her bed, doing homework. grandma mei knocks on 
her door and peers around the corner. She’s 
carrying leftover spaghetti and salad on a tray. 

GRANDMA MEI: Mind if I come in for a 
moment, Grace?

GRACE (sitting up): Of course not. 

GRANDMA MEI: I brought you some leftovers. 
The pasta is cold, but I know you like it that way!
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CLOSE READ

Vocabulary in 
Context 
The word straight  
can be an adjective  
that means “without  
a curve” or a adverb 
that means “directly.” 

Use context clues 
within the sentence to 
determine the meaning 
of the word straight in 
paragraph 44. 

Underline the context 
clues that support  
your definition. 

GRACE (laughing): True! I guess you’ve seen me 
eating straight from the refrigerator! Thanks, 
Grandma. I’m sorry about how I acted 
before. I was rude.

GRANDMA MEI: It’s okay. I think I know a little 
bit about how you’re feeling. When I came to 
this country, in 1939, I was the same age you 
are now. I didn’t want to come here. I wanted to 
stay in China. There I didn’t have to think about 
being Chinese all the time. Everyone there was 
Chinese! So I just felt like a person. But here, 
being Chinese made me stand out.

GRACE: What do you mean?

44 

45 

46 
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CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline dialogue 
that contains questions 
that another character 
answers in the scene.

GRANDMA MEI: When my family came to 
America, we had a difficult time at first. There 
was so much we had to learn—and so many 
questions we had to answer. 

GRACE: I don’t understand. Why was it so hard? 

GRANDMA MEI: Well, it’s complicated. All 
ships carrying Chinese immigrants had to land 
at a place called Angel Island, so that’s where 
my family went. We were frightened. It was all 
so new to us.

GRACE: What happened there?

GRANDMA MEI: We stayed in a crowded 
building. We had to sleep on bunk beds. I didn’t 
even know what a bunk bed was! I remember 
they gave us oatmeal for breakfast—I thought 
it was the worst thing I’d ever tasted! I wanted 
rice and eggs, like we had at home.

GRACE: I don’t understand. Why did you have 
to stay at Angel Island?

47 

immigrants people 
who come to live in 
another country 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 
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CLOSE READ

Monitor 
Comprehension 
Highlight sentences you 
can reread to monitor 
your comprehension 
of how Grandma Mei’s 
dialogue informs the 
audience about the 
interview in this scene.

GRANDMA MEI: The law said that all Chinese 
immigrants had to go to Angel Island. We 
were all assigned numbers. When they called 
my number, I had to go to an interview. 
At the interview, American officials asked us 
a lot of questions. I remember they asked me 
strange things like, “How many windows are 
in your house in China?”

GRACE: Why would they need to know that? 

GRANDMA MEI: They wanted to make sure  
we were who we claimed to be. If I said there 
were 10 windows in our house, and my 
mother said there were 16 windows in our 
house, they might think we weren’t really 
related to each other. Of course, I was only 8. I 
didn’t even know how many windows were  
in our house, but I knew I wanted permission 
to stay in the U.S. 

53 

interview a formal 
meeting where one or 
more persons questions 
another person   

54 

55 

permission formal or 
official approval to do 
something 
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CLOSE READ

Vocabulary in 
Context
Use context clues 
within the sentence to 
determine the meaning 
of the phrase settled 
into in paragraph 59. 

Underline the context 
clue that supports  
your definition.

GRACE: But they let you stay in America 
anyway, right?

GRANDMA MEI: Yes. We were at Angel Island 
for two long weeks. We waited and answered 
questions and more questions. And we got 
medical exams. Finally, we were allowed to 
come to Chicago. We were so excited. Can you 
imagine?

GRACE: That’s quite a story. You went through 
a lot to become an American, Grandma.

GRANDMA MEI: Well, it happened a long time 
ago. We settled into our new lives here, and 
after a while we started to feel at home. I’m 
just telling you all this now because—

GRACE: Grandma, I know why 
you’re telling me. It’s part of 
my heritage. 

GRANDMA MEI: I know you 
don’t like that word, but yes, 
that’s partly why. We went 
through a great deal to make 
our home here. I’m proud and 
happy that you consider yourself 
American. But I want you to be 
proud of your background, too.

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 
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CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension 
Highlight stage 
directions that help you 
infer the characters’ 
feelings.

GRACE: I am, Grandma! It’s just that sometimes 
it seems as though everyone wants me to be 
more Chinese than American.

GRANDMA MEI (quietly): We just don’t want 
you to forget that you’re both.

GRACE: I know.

GRANDMA MEI: I told you about Angel Island 
for another reason, too. Remember that girl 
who’s starting at your school tomorrow—the 
one who just moved here from China?

GRACE: Wendi. Did she have to stay at Angel 
Island, too?

GRANDMA MEI: No! Wendi didn’t have to go 
through Angel Island, but coming to live in a 
new country is always difficult. America is a 
land of opportunity, but it’s still hard in many 
ways. Take it from me! 

GRACE: You’re right, Grandma. I 
promise I’ll help Wendi feel at home in 
Chicago. It’ll be fun! I wonder if she’s 
ever eaten American food before. 

GRANDMA MEI: Probably. American 
fast food is all over China now, but 
she’s never had Chicago pizza! And as 
we both know—

GRACE and GRANDMA MEI (together): 
Chicago pizza is the BEST!
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CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline details that 
help you identify how 
the setting of scene 4 
is different from the 
setting of other scenes.

Scene 4

It’s Monday, one week later. grace is outside her 
school at recess. She is talking to wendi  
in the schoolyard.

GRACE: My mom told me you’d be starting 
school today. I’m glad you’re in my class!

WENDI: My mother told me about you, too! I 
almost feel as if I know you already. We are the 
same in many ways. 

GRACE: Yup! We both have moms who are 
doctors. And we both have grandparents who 
moved here a long time ago.

WENDI: What is yup? My English is not as good  
as yours.

GRACE: It means “yes.” Your English sounds 
perfect to me! Anyway, I was born here, so 
I had a head start.

WENDI: Head start? What is that?

GRACE: It just means I had more time to learn 
English. I grew up speaking it, but I can’t 
speak much Chinese at all.

WENDI: I can help you learn Chinese if you like!

GRACE: That would be great. And I can help 
you—umm—

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

Vocabulary in 
Context
Idioms are phrases 
or expressions whose 
meaning cannot be 
understood from the 
ordinary meaning of the 
words that form them.

Underline the idiom in 
paragraph 76 to identify 
it. Then underline 
the context clue in 
paragraph 78 that helps 
you explain its meaning. 
Finally, use the idiom in 
an original sentence. 
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CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension
Highlight stage 
directions that help 
you monitor your 
comprehension of the 
characters’ actions in  
the scene.

WENDI (pointing to some students playing a game 

in the corner of the playground): You can help me 
understand what those children are doing!

GRACE: Oh, that’s a game called Four Square. 
Let’s go check it out!

WENDI: Check it out?

(grace smiles, takes wendi’s arm, and leads her 
over to the game.)

WENDI (as she watches the students play): I wonder 
if our grandparents were at Angel Island at the 
same time. We should have them meet!

GRACE: That’s a great idea. Maybe your family 
can come over for dinner some night. I’ll ask 
my parents.

WENDI: Or you can come to our house! This 
weekend, my grandfather is making a big 
Chinese feast. He wants to celebrate our 
arrival in America. I will ask if your family 
can come! 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

arrival the act of 
coming to a place  
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CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension
Highlight dialogue that 
helps you understand 
how Grace’s feelings 
have changed from 
scene 1 to scene 5.

Scene 5

It’s Monday afternoon. grace has just come home 
from school. She is talking to grandma mei on the 
front steps of their apartment building.

GRANDMA MEI: Did you meet Wendi Zhang 
today, Grace?

GRACE: Yes! She’s in my class! She’s really 
nice. She speaks English so well, too! Maybe 
someday I can speak Chinese that well.

GRANDMA MEI (smiling): There’s an old 
Chinese saying. Wàn shì kāi tóu nán. It means “all 
things are difficult before they are easy.” You 
will learn Chinese if you put your mind to it. 

GRACE: It would be fun to speak Chinese with 
you, Grandma—and with Wendi, too.

GRANDMA MEI: I’m glad you have a new 
friend. She’s lucky to have met you! I’m sure 
she must feel overwhelmed.

GRACE: She seemed pretty calm for someone 
who just moved to a new country. I don’t think 
she had to go through the same interview you 
did, Grandma.

GRANDMA MEI: Yes, I’m glad she didn’t have 
to remember how many windows are in her 
old home! Now when are you going to bring 
her over for pizza?
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CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline text evidence 
that helps you infer the 
tone of the dialogue 
between Grace and 
Grandma Mei. Discuss 
how the tone helps you 
better understand the 
relationship between the 
two characters.

GRACE: Oh, that reminds me! Wendi wants 
to invite us over to her house. She said her 
grandfather is making a Chinese feast this 
weekend. It’s going to be a party! 

GRANDMA MEI: Wendi’s grandfather, eh? He 
is the one who came to America around the 
same time I did—is that right?

GRACE: That’s him! I think you two might have 
a lot to talk about, Grandma. (grace winks.)

GRANDMA MEI: I hope you’re winking because 
you have something in your eye, Grace. 

GRACE: Maybe, maybe not!
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SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

Preview Vocabulary
• Introduce the vocabulary words on p. 374 in the Student Interactive and 

define them as needed. 

  heritage: family or cultural history and traditions that are passed down 
through the years

 immigrants: people who come to live in another country

  interview: a formal meeting where one or more persons question another 
person

 permission: formal or official approval to do something 

 arrival: the act of coming to a place

• These words will help you understand the drama Grace and Grandma. As 
you read, highlight the words when you see them in the text. Ask yourself 
what they teach you about the characters and plot of the drama. 

Read
Discuss the First Read Strategies. Prompt students to establish that the purpose 
for reading this selection is for understanding and enjoyment. 

FIRST READ STRATEGIES

NOTICE Remind students to focus on the main characters in the text. 

GENERATE QUESTIONS Tell students to pause while reading to ask questions about 
anything they don’t understand. 

CONNECT Have students think about what they know about other cultures and make 
connections between other cultures and the cultures described in the text. 

RESPOND Tell students to talk with a partner about how this text answers the weekly 
question. 

Introduce the Text

Students may read independently, in pairs, or as a class. Use the First Read 
notes to help them connect with the text and guide their understanding. 

OBJECTIVES
Generate questions about text 
before, during, and after reading 
to deepen understanding and gain 
information. 

Make connections to personal 
experiences, ideas in other texts, 
and society. 

Shared Read Plan
First Read Read the text. 
Pause to discuss the First 
Read notes with students.

Close Read Use the Close 
Read notes to guide your 
instruction for Lessons 3 and 4. 

Grace and Grandma
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WHOLE GROUPNOTEBOOK
myView
Digital

REALIZE
READER

AUDIO ANNOTATE

STUDENT INTERACTIVE, pp. 374–375

ELL Access
Background Knowledge Students 
make meaning not only from the words 
they learn, but also from their prior 
knowledge. Encourage students to 
share personal knowledge or texts 
they have read about other cultures or 
immigration. 

ELL Targeted Support Draw Tell students that drawing can help 
them learn relationships between words and meanings.

Write the five vocabulary words on a chart, leaving space for drawings. 
Discuss the meaning of each word, then have students repeat it. Invite 
student volunteers to draw a picture to represent each word. Have other 
students use single words or short phrases to describe each drawing. 
EMERGING/DEVELOPING 

Provide a written list of the five vocabulary words where students can 
see it. Discuss the meaning of each word. Have student pairs draw and 
label a picture of each word. Depending on their English proficiency, they 
can either write phrases or complete sentences about each picture. Invite 
them to share their work with the group. EXPANDING/BRIDGING

  Drama

by Rich Lo

Grace              
  Grandma

and

Genre

AUDIO

ANNOTATE
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Rich Lo is a writer 
and artist who lives 
in Chicago, Illinois. 
His family emigrated 
from China in 1964  
to live in the United 
States. Rich Lo has  
written two children’s 
books and illustrated 
a third one. One of 
his books tells about 
his experiences 
growing up in China.

Grace and Grandma

Preview Vocabulary
As you read Grace and Grandma, pay attention 
to these vocabulary words. Notice how they 
provide clues to what the drama is about.

theMeet Author

Generate Questions

to determine what 
the author wants 
you to understand.

Connect

this text to what  
you know about 
other cultures.

Respond

by discussing with 
classmates how this 
text answers the 
weekly question.

First 
Read

heritage           immigrants

interview           permission           arrival

Read
Before you begin, skim the text to identify the 
characters. Follow these strategies when you  
read this drama the first time.

Notice

who and what the 
text is about.
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CROSS-CURRICULAR PERSPECTIVES Social Studies

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

First Read
Generate Questions
 THINK ALOUD I can see from the 
title and cast of characters that this play 
appears to be about a family. I wonder what 
is special about Grandma and why is she part 
of the title? Also, who is Wendi Zhang, and 
how does she fit into the story?

Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Ask: Where can you find a list of characters 
in this play? Students should point to the 
Characters box. Have them underline the 
names of the characters. See student page 
for possible responses. 

Ask students to explain how the cast of 
characters list is a unique feature of the 
drama. 

Possible Response: A cast of characters list 
is a feature found at the beginning of a play. 
The list introduces each of the characters that 
will appear in the play. A fiction or nonfiction 
story usually would not have this feature. 

DOK 2

According to the 2010 Census, approximately 3.8 million people in the United 
States identify as Chinese-American. Immigrants from China have brought with 
them the Chinese language and food, as well as the celebration of Chinese New 
Year. Chinese New Year is the beginning of the year in the traditional Chinese 
calendar. During Chinese New Year, look for brightly-colored fairs and parades, 
and especially a giant dancing dragon. Children might receive money in red 
envelopes for Chinese New Year. 

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline words that 
help you identify all of 
the characters who will 
appear in the play. Use 
this text evidence to 
discuss this element of 
the drama.

CLOSE READ

mom

wendi zhang, Age 8

      Characters

dad

grace liu, Age 8

grandma mei

Setting: Chicago, Illinois, in the year 2006

Scene 1
It’s Monday afternoon. grace has just come home 
from school and is talking to dad in the kitchen of 
their home.

DAD (to grace): How was school today, Grace?

GRACE: It was good—except for Chinese class.  
As usual.

DAD: Shhh! Don’t let your grandmother hear 
you say that!

GRACE (lowering her voice): I don’t know why I 
have to take Chinese. 

DAD: Yes, you do know why. Everyone in our 
family speaks Chinese. It’s an important part 
of our heritage.

GRACE: But you hardly ever speak Chinese at 
home! Except when you’re saying something 
you don’t want me to understand. You know, 
like, “Let’s make Grace go to bed early tonight 
so we can have some peace and quiet.”

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

heritage family or 
cultural history and 
traditions that are 
passed down through 
the years  

8 
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Discuss elements of drama such as characters, 
dialogue, setting, and acts.
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Possible Teaching Point

Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Tell students that in a drama, the names of 
the characters who are speaking are written 
at the front of the lines. They are often in all 
capital letters and boldfaced, with a colon 
after the name. Point out that if a character’s 
name is in the middle of a stage direction, 
that tells what the character does, not says. 

Have students scan p. 377 and highlight 
words that they could reread to monitor 
their comprehension of which characters are 
speaking in this scene. See student page for 
possible responses.

Ask: How does knowing who is speaking 
help you monitor your comprehension? 

Possible Response: In a play, the characters 
tell the whole story, so it is very important to 
know who is speaking in order to follow the 
events of the play. 

DOK 1

First Read
Notice
 THINK ALOUD I now see that this 
play is about Grace and her family. I think 
that Grandma must have come from China, 
because she thinks speaking Chinese is 
important. I think this play is going to be 
about differences between the American and 
Chinese cultures. 

Read Like a Writer | Author’s Craft

Word Choice Explain to students that analyzing an author’s word choices 
can help them identify the author’s message. For example, authors choose 
precise adjectives to help the reader better understand the characters’ 
feelings and actions. Call students’ attention to the words important 
(paragraph 7), bright (paragraph 11), and confused (paragraph 15) and 
ask what each word tells them about the author’s message. For practice 
analyzing word choices, see Read Like a Writer on pp. T344–T345 in the 
Reading-Writing Workshop Bridge. 

Monitor 
Comprehension
Highlight words that you 
could reread to monitor 
your comprehension of 
which characters are 
speaking in this scene.

CLOSE READ

DAD: That means you’re pretty bright. Bright 
enough to learn Chinese. When you do,  
Mom and I won’t be able to keep secrets from 
you anymore.

GRACE: That’d be nice, but . . . Chinese is so 
hard. Our teacher is strict, too. Really, Dad, 
what’s the point? I’m an American! I don’t 
speak Chinese with any of my friends. We 
all speak English! Chinese is what the older 
Chinese people  speak.

GRANDMA MEI (entering the room): Older, eh? 

GRACE (hugging grandma mei): I didn’t mean 
it that way, Grandma! I just—

GRANDMA MEI: It’s all right, Grace. I know  
I’m no spring chicken. (She laughs.  
grace looks confused.)

DAD: Spring chicken means someone young, like  
a chicken that just hatched in the spring. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

DAD (laughing): If you understand that, you 
must be learning something in Chinese class.

GRACE: I don’t understand the words. I hear 
my name, and then I can guess the rest from 
the look on your face. 

9 

10 
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OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make adjustments 
such as re-reading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when 
understanding breaks down.
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CROSS-CURRICULAR PERSPECTIVES Science

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

Most people are familiar with the common cold, usually just called a cold. It is 
a harmless respiratory illness. There is actually no cure for the common cold, 
because it can be caused by so many different viruses. A person with a cold can 
just treat the symptoms with medicine and rest. In addition, many cultures have a 
version of cold treatment that they insist will “cure” the common cold. 

Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Have students locate the heading for 
Scene 2. Remind them that sometimes 
details about setting can be found in stage 
directions. Have students scan paragraph 21 
and underline details that help them identify 
the setting. See student page for possible 
responses. 

DOK 1

Vocabulary in Context
Tell students that when they analyze idioms, 
they should remember that the words in an 
idiom mean something apart from the words’ 
literal meanings. Have them explain the idiom 
they underlined in paragraph 18. Then ask 
them to identify, use, and explain an idiom 
they have read in another text.

DOK 2

First Read
Connect
 THINK ALOUD I can connect some 
of the events in this play to what I know 
about other places. For example, I know 
that in Mexico, most people speak Spanish. 
When people come to the United States 
from Mexico, they may learn English, just as 
Grandma did when she came from China. 

CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements 
Underline details that 
help you identify the 
setting of scene 2.

It’s dinner time on the same day.

GRANDMA MEI: That was one of the first 
phrases I learned when I came to this country. 
I was a spring chicken back then, just like you 
are now, Grace. Back then, I didn’t want to 
learn English any more than you want to learn 
Chinese.

GRACE (frowning): But you had to learn English 
to live here. I don’t have to learn Chinese to 
live here! I just want to speak English. I’m 
going to go do my English homework.

(grace picks up her backpack and heads to  
her room.)

Scene 2
It’s early Monday evening of the same day. mom has 
just come home from work. She joins grace, dad, 
and grandma mei at the dinner table.

MOM (speaking excitedly): Guess what happened 
at work today?

DAD: Hmm. You discovered a cure for the 
common cold?

GRANDMA MEI: We already have the cure.  
It’s Chinese hot and sour soup, from  
Great-Grandma Ni Ni’s recipe.

DAD: True, true. Okay, so what happened?

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Vocabulary in 
Context
Idioms are phrases 
or expressions whose 
meaning cannot be 
understood from the 
ordinary meaning of the 
words that form them.

Underline the idiom in 
paragraph 18 to identify 
it. Then underline the 
context clue within the 
sentence that helps you 
explain its meaning. 
Finally, use the idiom in 
an original sentence.
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OBJECTIVES
Discuss elements and features of a drama such 
as characters, dialogue, setting, and acts.

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings.
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Possible Teaching Point

Read Like a Writer | Author’s Craft

Dialogue Remind students that authors carefully write dialogue in dramas 
to emphasize the theme or clarify the author’s message. Ask students: 
Does Grace seem excited or hesitant to meet Wendi? Elicit that the author 
uses dialogue between Grace and her mother that implies Grace does not 
like the idea of meeting Wendi. This moment helps develop the author’s 
message. Tell students that an author’s message or story theme is clearer 
when dialogue provides character insights.  For more practice analyzing 
the author’s message, see Read Like a Writer on pp. T344–T345 in the 
Reading-Writing Workshop Bridge.

First Read
Respond
Ask: How do you think this play will answer 
the weekly question, “How do people support 
each other in difficult times?” Have students 
turn and talk to a partner, then come back 
in whole groups and invite students to share 
their responses. 

Possible response: It seems like Grace 
is going to help Wendi get used to a new 
country and a new school, which must be a 
very difficult situation for Wendi.

Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Remind students that this is a good time to 
pause and monitor their comprehension. Tell 
them that while reading Scene 1, we asked 
who Wendi Zhang was and how she fit into 
the story. 

Tell students to read paragraphs 26–33 and 
highlight any dialogue that helps them ask 
and answer this question. See student page 
for possible responses.

Ask students to make inferences about how 
both Wendi and Grace might be feeling at 
this point in the story. 

Possible Response: I think Wendi must be 
feeling very scared to be in a new country 
and starting a new school where she doesn’t 
know anybody. Grace seems like she isn’t 
sure if she wants to help Wendi. 

DOK 2

CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension 
Highlight dialogue 
that can help you ask 
and answer a question 
to monitor your 
comprehension of who 
Wendi is.

MOM: I met a woman whose family just moved 
from China. Her daughter is starting at your 
school next week, Grace. She’s just a month 
younger than you.

GRACE: What’s her name? Does she  
speak English?

MOM: Wendi Zhang, and yes. Her mom says 
Wendi started learning English when she was 2!

GRANDMA MEI: I’m not surprised. In China, 
people think it’s very important to  
learn English.

MOM: Wendi’s grandfather came to America 
around the same time you did, Mei!  
Wendi’s dad was born here in Chicago. 

GRACE: I thought you said Wendi just  
moved here.

MOM: Yes. Her dad went to China to become 
a teacher. Then he got married, and now the 
family has come to live in America. You’ll help 
Wendi find her way around school, won’t you?

GRACE: Okay, I guess so, but I have a lot to  
do tomorrow! I don’t see why someone  
else can’t—

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make adjustments 
such as re-reading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when 
understanding breaks down. 
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Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Have students scan the page and underline 
stage directions that help them understand 
how the actors speak and move in the scene. 
See student page for possible responses. 

Ask: How do stage directions help a reader 
better understand a play? 

Possible Response: They help us picture 
what the characters do, not just what 
they say.

DOK 2

First Read
Connect
 THINK ALOUD I see that Grace’s 
mom is very interested in Grace being 
aware of her culture. I can understand why 
parents and grandparents want children to 
remember their heritage now that they live in 
America. Our country is made of people of 
many heritages, and a lot of them try to keep 
some of their cultural traditions once they 
come to America. It is important to them  
that the traditions of their home countries  
not be forgotten. 

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

ELL Targeted Support Expressions Tell students that expressions 
communicate ideas but don’t mean exactly what the words say. Point out 
the sentence, “Every time we mention the word China lately, she turns into a 
storm cloud.” 

Write the sentence on the board and read it aloud. Discuss the meaning of 
“turns into a storm cloud” with students. Have students draw pictures to 
represent the expression. EMERGING/DEVELOPING

Brainstorm a list of other possible expressions that could have the same 
meaning as “turns into a storm cloud.” Write them down and ask volunteers to 
illustrate them. EXPANDING/BRIDGING

CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements 
Underline stage 
directions that help you 
understand how the 
actors speak and move 
in the scene. 

MOM (in a serious tone): Wendi shares your 
heritage, Grace. I thought you’d be excited!

GRACE: Why should I care about my heritage? 
(Pulls back her chair from the dining room table.) 
I’m not hungry anymore. May I go to my 
room?

(mom nods, and grace leaves the table and goes to 
her room.)

MOM: What’s the matter with her?

DAD: I don’t know. Every time we mention the 
word China lately, she turns into a storm cloud.

GRANDMA MEI (laughing): She doesn’t seem 
to like the word heritage, either! Oh, well. Let’s 
not allow this pasta to go to waste. (She takes 
the pasta grace left on her plate.) 

Scene 3 

It’s later on Monday evening. grace is lying on 
her bed, doing homework. grandma mei knocks on 
her door and peers around the corner. She’s carrying 
leftover spaghetti and salad on a tray. 

GRANDMA MEI: Mind if I come in for a  
moment, Grace?

GRACE (sitting up): Of course not. 

GRANDMA MEI: I brought you some leftovers. 
The pasta is cold, but I know you like it that way!
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OBJECTIVE
Discuss elements and features of drama such as 
characters, dialogue, setting, and acts.
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Possible Teaching Point

Academic Vocabulary | Parts of Speech

Point out the word person in paragraph 45. Have students draw on their 
prior knowledge to identify the word as a noun. Tell them that this word can 
also be used as an adjective by adding -able. Give students an example 
by using personable in a sentence. (She was a personable student.) Then 
ask them to write a sentence using person as a noun and another using 
personable as an adjective. For additional practice identifying and using 
parts of speech, use the Academic Vocabulary lesson on pp. T340–T341 in 
the Reading-Writing Workshop Bridge.

First Read
Notice
 THINK ALOUD As I read, I notice 
that Grandma is starting to tell a story from 
her past. I think Grandma’s story might help 
Grace change her mind about helping Wendi.

Close Read
Vocabulary in Context
Have students scan paragraph 44 and 
underline context clues that help them to 
determine the meaning of the word straight. 
See student page for possible responses.

Ask: Why does the author use the word 
straight to describe Grace’s eating? 

Possible Response: The author wants 
to show that Grace must really like cold 
pasta, because she eats it directly out of the 
refrigerator instead of stopping to heat it up. 

DOK 2

CLOSE READ

Vocabulary in 
Context 
The word straight  
can be an adjective  
that means “without  
a curve” or a adverb 
that means “directly.” 

Use context clues 
within the sentence to 
determine the meaning 
of the word straight in 
paragraph 44. 

Underline the context 
clues that support  
your definition. 

GRACE (laughing): True! I guess you’ve seen me 
eating straight from the refrigerator! Thanks, 
Grandma. I’m sorry about how I acted before. 
I was rude.

GRANDMA MEI: It’s okay. I think I know a little 
bit about how you’re feeling. When I came to 
this country, in 1939, I was the same age you 
are now. I didn’t want to come here. I wanted to 
stay in China. There I didn’t have to think about 
being Chinese all the time. Everyone there was 
Chinese! So I just felt like a person. But here, 
being Chinese made me stand out.

GRACE: What do you mean?

44 

45 

46 
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OBJECTIVE
Use context within and beyond a sentence to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and 
multiple-meaning words.
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Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Have students read page 382 and underline 
dialogue that contains questions that another 
character has to answer. See student page 
for possible responses. 

Ask: What is one thing that the sentences 
you underlined have in common? 

Possible Response: The sentences are both 
questions.

DOK 1

First Read
Notice
 THINK ALOUD I see that Grandma 
is explaining to Grace how difficult it was for 
her when she came to this country. I think 
Grace might have a new understanding of 
the difficult time immigrants go through and 
wants to support Wendi. 

ELL Targeted Support Language Comprehension Help students 
understand the meaning of words that may be unfamiliar, such as difficult 
(paragraph 47), complicated (paragraph 49), and frightened (paragraph 49). 

Point out each word in context and discuss the definition of each with 
students. Have students use single words or simple phrases to provide 
definitions. EMERGING/DEVELOPING

Point out each word in context and discuss the definition of each with 
students. Have student volunteers use each word in an original sentence. 
EXPANDING/BRIDGING

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline dialogue 
that contains questions 
that another character 
answers in the scene.

GRANDMA MEI: When my family came to 
America, we had a difficult time at first. There 
was so much we had to learn—and so many 
questions we had to answer. 

GRACE: I don’t understand. Why was it so hard?

GRANDMA MEI: Well, it’s complicated. All 
ships carrying Chinese immigrants had to land 
at a place called Angel Island, so that’s where 
my family went. We were frightened. It was all 
so new to us.

GRACE: What happened there?

GRANDMA MEI: We stayed in a crowded 
building. We had to sleep on bunk beds. I didn’t 
even know what a bunk bed was! I remember 
they gave us oatmeal for breakfast—I thought 
it was the worst thing I’d ever tasted! I wanted 
rice and eggs, like we had at home.

GRACE: I don’t understand. Why did you have  
to stay at Angel Island?

47 

immigrants people  
who come to live in 
another country 

48 
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OBJECTIVE
Discuss features and elements of drama such as 
characters, dialogue, setting, and acts.
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Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Have students read the page and highlight 
sentences that they can reread to help them 
better comprehend how Grandma’s dialogue 
informs the audience of the interview 
described in this scene. See student page 
for possible responses.

Ask: What do you think Grace and the 
audience learn from Grandma’s story about 
the interview and being new to America? 

Possible Response: Grace and the 
audience learn that it is hard to be in a 
new, unfamiliar country. Grace might 
have more understanding of what Wendi 
is going through now that she has heard 
Grandma’s story. 

DOK 2

Have students look at the map on p. 382 in the Student Interactive. Ask them 
what features they notice, such as the dot to represent San Francisco or 
the amount of water in the area. Display a more detailed map of the region 
and point out map elements, such as title, compass rose, legend, scale, and 
grid system. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR PERSPECTIVES Social Studies 

First Read
Respond
Ask: After hearing Grandma’s story about 
coming to America, how do you think Grace 
might answer the weekly question: How do 
people support each other in difficult times? 
Have students turn and talk to a partner. 

CLOSE READ

Monitor 
Comprehension 
Highlight sentences you 
can reread to monitor 
your comprehension 
of how Grandma Mei’s 
dialogue informs the 
audience about the 
interview in this scene.

GRANDMA MEI: The law said that all Chinese 
immigrants had to go to Angel Island. We 
were all assigned numbers. When they called 
my number, I had to go to an interview.  
At the interview, American officials asked us 
a lot of questions. I remember they asked me 
strange things like, “How many windows are 
in your house in China?”

GRACE: Why would they need to know that? 

GRANDMA MEI: They wanted to make sure  
we were who we claimed to be. If I said there 
were 10 windows in our house, and my 
mother said there were 16 windows in our 
house, they might think we weren’t really 
related to each other. Of course, I was only 8. I 
didn’t even know how many windows were  
in our house, but I knew I wanted permission 
to stay in the U.S. 

53 

interview a formal 
meeting where one or 
more persons questions 
another person   

54 

55 

permission formal or 
official approval to do 
something 
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OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make adjustments 
such as re-reading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when 
understanding breaks down.
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First Read
Generate Questions
 THINK ALOUD I read this page, 
and I understand that Grandma wants 
Grace to know how important it is for her to 
understand her Chinese heritage. I wonder if 
talking to Grandma will change Grace’s mind 
about wanting to learn Chinese.

ELL Targeted Support Visual Aids Display a world map to help 
students understand Grandma Mei’s journey from China to Angel Island, and 
finally to Chicago. Draw a line to represent her trip.

Have students fill in the sentence frames: Grandma Mei started in the country 
of _____, where she was born. She and her family sailed on a boat to _____ 
Island. Then they were allowed to move to _____, where they stayed to live. 
EMERGING/DEVELOPING

Have students help you generate three sentences to describe Grandma 
Mei’s journey, using the three locations mentioned in the play.  
EXPANDING/BRIDGING

Close Read
Vocabulary in Context
Have students read paragraph 59 and locate 
the phrase settled into. Then have them 
underline the context clues that help them 
determine the meaning of the phrase. See 
student page for possible responses. 

Ask: What does the phrase “settled into” 
mean in this paragraph? 

Possible Response: It means that Grandma 
Mei and her family got used to life in their 
new country and felt like they belonged there. 
They felt at home.

DOK 2

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

CLOSE READ

Vocabulary in 
Context
Use context clues 
within the sentence to 
determine the meaning 
of the phrase settled 
into in paragraph 59. 

Underline the context 
clue that supports  
your definition.

GRACE: But they let you stay in America  
anyway, right?

GRANDMA MEI: Yes. We were at Angel Island 
for two long weeks. We waited and answered 
questions and more questions. And we got 
medical exams. Finally, we were allowed to 
come to Chicago. We were so excited. Can you 
imagine?

GRACE: That’s quite a story. You went through 
a lot to become an American, Grandma.

GRANDMA MEI: Well, it happened a long time 
ago. We settled into our new lives here, and 
after a while we started to feel at home. I’m 
just telling you all this now because—

GRACE: Grandma, I know why  
you’re telling me. It’s part of  
my heritage. 

GRANDMA MEI: I know you 
don’t like that word, but yes, 
that’s partly why. We went 
through a great deal to make 
our home here. I’m proud and 
happy that you consider yourself 
American. But I want you to be 
proud of your background, too.
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OBJECTIVE
Use context within and beyond a sentence to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and 
multiple-meaning words.
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Possible Teaching Point

Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Have students read page 385 and highlight 
text evidence that shows how stage 
directions about lines of dialogue can help 
readers infer the characters’ feelings. See 
student page for possible responses.

Ask: What can you infer from Grandma 
saying, “We just don’t want you to forget that 
you’re both” in a quiet voice? 

Possible Response: Sometimes when 
people want to say something important, 
they lower their voices so the listener will pay 
special attention. I think the lesson that Grace 
is both American and Chinese is important to 
Grandma, so she says it quietly so Grace will 
pay attention. 

DOK 2

First Read
Respond
 THINK ALOUD I wondered if 
Grandma’s story about her journey to 
America would help Grace better understand 
how difficult it is to be new to America 
and make her want to be more welcoming 
to Wendi. On this page, Grace says that 
she does understand how difficult it is to 
be new to a country, and she promises to 
help Wendi. I can see this play is about 
understanding other people’s difficult 
situations and trying to support them in 
those situations. 

Read Like a Writer | Author’s Craft

Word Choice Remind students that the author’s message is an idea the 
author wants the reader to understand. The words the author chooses can 
help define the message. Ask: Why do you think the author calls America a 
“land of opportunity”? For more practice analyzing the author’s message, 
see Read Like a Writer on pp. T344–T345 in the Reading-Writing Workshop 
Bridge.

CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension 
Highlight stage 
directions that help you 
infer the characters’ 
feelings.

GRACE: I am, Grandma! It’s just that sometimes 
it seems as though everyone wants me to be 
more Chinese than American.

GRANDMA MEI (quietly): We just don’t want 
you to forget that you’re both.

GRACE: I know.

GRANDMA MEI: I told you about Angel Island 
for another reason, too. Remember that girl 
who’s starting at your school tomorrow—the 
one who just moved here from China?

GRACE: Wendi. Did she have to stay at Angel 
Island, too?

GRANDMA MEI: No! Wendi didn’t have to go 
through Angel Island, but coming to live in a 
new country is always difficult. America is a 
land of opportunity, but it’s still hard in many 
ways. Take it from me! 

GRACE: You’re right, Grandma. I 
promise I’ll help Wendi feel at home in 
Chicago. It’ll be fun! I wonder if she’s 
ever eaten American food before. 

GRANDMA MEI: Probably. American 
fast food is all over China now, but 
she’s never had Chicago pizza! And as 
we both know—

GRACE and GRANDMA MEI (together):  
Chicago pizza is the BEST!
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OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make adjustments 
such as re-reading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when 
understanding breaks down.
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Possible Teaching Point

Academic Vocabulary | Parts of Speech

Use the Academic Vocabulary lesson on pp. T340–T341 in the Reading-
Writing Workshop Bridge to teach how related words can form different 
parts of speech. Display a word bank containing the following words, part of 
speech labels, and definitions: perfect (verb), “to make something flawless,” 
perfect (adjective), “complete, accurate, and without mistakes,” perfection 
(noun), “state of being without error,” perfectly (adverb), “thoroughly, 
correctly.” Ask students to explain how they can use context clues and 
their knowledge of word parts to identify the part of speech of perfect in 
paragraph 76.

First Read
Respond
Ask: How does Grace and Wendi’s dialogue 
relate to the weekly question, “How do 
people support each other in difficult times?” 
Have students discuss in pairs.

Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Have students read p. 386 and underline 
details that help them identify how the setting 
of Scene 4 is different from the setting 
of other scenes. See student page for 
possible responses.

DOK 2

Vocabulary in Context
Tell students that when they identify, use, 
and explain idioms, they should remember 
that the words in an idiom mean something 
apart from the words’ literal meanings. Have 
them explain the idiom they underlined in 
paragraph 76. Then ask them to identify, 
use, and explain an idiom they have read in 
another text.

DOK 2

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline details that 
help you identify how 
the setting of scene 4 
is different from the 
setting of other scenes.

Scene 4

It’s Monday, one week later. grace is outside  
her school at recess. She is talking to wendi  
in the schoolyard.

GRACE: My mom told me you’d be starting 
school today. I’m glad you’re in my class!

WENDI: My mother told me about you, too! I 
almost feel as if I know you already. We are the 
same in many ways. 

GRACE: Yup! We both have moms who are 
doctors. And we both have grandparents who 
moved here a long time ago.

WENDI: What is yup? My English is not as good  
as yours.

GRACE: It means “yes.” Your English sounds 
perfect to me! Anyway, I was born here, so I 
had a head start.

WENDI: Head start? What is that?

GRACE: It just means I had more time to learn 
English. I grew up speaking it, but I can’t 
speak much Chinese at all.

WENDI: I can help you learn Chinese if you like!

GRACE: That would be great. And I can help 
you—umm—

71 
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Vocabulary in 
Context
Idioms are phrases 
or expressions whose 
meaning cannot be 
understood from the 
ordinary meaning of the 
words that form them.

Underline the idiom in 
paragraph 76 to identify 
it. Then underline 
the context clue in 
paragraph 78 that helps 
you explain its meaning. 
Finally, use the idiom in 
an original sentence. 
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OBJECTIVES
Discuss elements of a drama such as characters, 
dialogue, setting, and acts. 

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings.
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Possible Teaching Point

First Read
Connect
 THINK ALOUD I notice that Wendi 
isn’t familiar with the game Four Square, 
which makes sense because children play 
different games in different countries.  
For example, I know that Catch the Dragon’s 
Tail is a game children play in China, and 
Escargot is a game children play in France.  
I wonder what games are the same in 
different countries.

Word Study | Homophones 

Tell students that homophones are words with the same pronunciation but 
different meanings. Read aloud the sentence “We should have them meet” 
from 85. Ask: Which word in the sentence is a homophone? (meet) Elicit 
from students that the homophone of meet is meat. Then model how to 
identify, use, and explain the homophones be and bee. Challenge students 
to identify and explain additional homophones found in classroom text and 
to use one or two examples in a written paragraph. For additional practice 
using homophones, see Word Study on pp. T342–T343 in the Reading-
Writing Workshop Bridge.

Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Have students highlight stage directions 
that work with visual cues in the image to 
help them monitor comprehension of the 
characters’ actions in the scene.

See student page for possible responses.

Ask: How does the image and one of the 
stage directions you underlined help you 
comprehend the story? 

Possible Response: The stage direction 
in paragraph 84 tells about Grace smiling, 
taking Wendi’s arm, and taking her to the 
Four Square game. I can see this happening 
in the image. Both help me understand that 
Grace is being kind and supportive to Wendi. 

DOK 1

CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension
Highlight stage 
directions that help 
you monitor your 
comprehension of the 
characters’ actions in  
the scene.

WENDI (pointing to some students playing a game 
in the corner of the playground): You can help me 
understand what those children are doing!

GRACE: Oh, that’s a game called Four Square. 
Let’s go check it out!

WENDI: Check it out?

(grace smiles, takes wendi’s arm, and leads her 
over to the game.)

WENDI (as she watches the students play): I wonder 
if our grandparents were at Angel Island at the 
same time. We should have them meet!

GRACE: That’s a great idea. Maybe your family 
can come over for dinner some night. I’ll ask 
my parents.

WENDI: Or you can come to our house! This 
weekend, my grandfather is making a big 
Chinese feast. He wants to celebrate our 
arrival in America. I will ask if your family  
can come! 

81 
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arrival the act of 
coming to a place  
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OBJECTIVE
Explain the author’s use of print and graphic 
features to achieve specific purposes.
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First Read
Notice
 THINK ALOUD I noticed that during 
the play, Grace learned a lesson. By listening 
to Grandma’s story about coming to America, 
Grace learned that being new to a country is 
a difficult situation. That helped her realize 
that she should support Wendi during her 
difficult times, too. 

ELL Targeted Support Language Support Help students understand 
how Grace has changed throughout the play. 

Have students complete the sentence frames: At the beginning of the play, 
Grace didn’t want to _______. By the end of the play, she wanted to ______. 
EMERGING/DEVELOPING

Have students work with partners to write complete sentences answering the 
sentence frames: At the beginning of the play, Grace ______. By the end of the 
play, Grace _______. EXPANDING/BRIDGING

Close Read
Monitor Comprehension
Have students highlight dialogue on p. 388 
in the Student Interactive that helps them 
understand how Grace’s feelings have 
changed. See student page for possible 
responses.

Ask: What is one piece of text evidence that 
shows a change in Grace from Scene 1 to 
Scene 5? 

Possible Response: In Scene 1, Grace 
didn’t want to learn Chinese. By Scene 5, she 
is excited to learn Chinese.

DOK 2

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

CLOSE READ

Monitor  
Comprehension
Highlight dialogue that 
helps you understand 
how Grace’s feelings 
have changed from 
scene 1 to scene 5.

Scene 5

It’s Monday afternoon. grace has just come home 
from school. She is talking to grandma mei on the 
front steps of their apartment building.

GRANDMA MEI: Did you meet Wendi Zhang  
today, Grace?

GRACE: Yes! She’s in my class! She’s really 
nice. She speaks English so well, too! Maybe 
someday I can speak Chinese that well.

GRANDMA MEI (smiling): There’s an old 
Chinese saying. Wàn shì kāi tóu nán. It means “all 
things are difficult before they are easy.” You 
will learn Chinese if you put your mind to it. 

GRACE: It would be fun to speak Chinese with 
you, Grandma—and with Wendi, too.

GRANDMA MEI: I’m glad you have a new 
friend. She’s lucky to have met you! I’m sure 
she must feel overwhelmed.

GRACE: She seemed pretty calm for someone 
who just moved to a new country. I don’t think 
she had to go through the same interview you 
did, Grandma.

GRANDMA MEI: Yes, I’m glad she didn’t have 
to remember how many windows are in her 
old home! Now when are you going to bring 
her over for pizza?
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OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make adjustments 
such as re-reading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when 
understanding breaks down.
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Possible Teaching Point

First Read
Connect
 THINK ALOUD I see that Wendi’s 
grandfather is going to celebrate the arrival of 
Wendi’s family with a big feast. I can make a 
connection to other cultures, because I know 
many cultures celebrate special occasions 
with their traditional foods. 

Read Like a Writer | Author’s Craft 

Descriptive Language Remember that authors choose descriptive 
language to achieve specific purposes. For example, the author chose to 
use the word feast to describe the meal Wendi’s grandfather was making, 
to show that it was a big, special celebration, not just an ordinary meal. 

Close Read
Identify Play Elements
Have students underline a stage direction 
that helps them infer the meaning of the 
dialogue between Grace and Grandma Mei. 
See student page for possible responses.

Ask: What inference can you make from the 
stage direction “Grace winks”? How does 
this element of the drama help you better 
understand the relationship between Grace 
and Grandma Mei? 

Possible Response: Grace is winking 
because she is thinking that her grandmother 
and Wendi’s grandfather might fall in love. 
Grace winking at her grandmother infers that 
they have a loving, close, and comfortable 
relationship. 

DOK 2

CLOSE READ

Identify Play 
Elements
Underline text evidence 
that helps you infer the 
tone of the dialogue 
between Grace and 
Grandma Mei. Discuss 
how the tone helps you 
better understand the 
relationship between the 
two characters.

GRACE: Oh, that reminds me! Wendi wants 
to invite us over to her house. She said her 
grandfather is making a Chinese feast this 
weekend. It’s going to be a party! 

GRANDMA MEI: Wendi’s grandfather, eh? He 
is the one who came to America around the 
same time I did—is that right?

GRACE: That’s him! I think you two might have 
a lot to talk about, Grandma. (grace winks.)

GRANDMA MEI: I hope you’re winking because 
you have something in your eye, Grace. 

GRACE: Maybe, maybe not!
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OBJECTIVE
Discuss the elements of drama such as 
characters, dialogue, setting, and acts.
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My View
Use these suggestions to prompt students’ initial responses to reading Grace 
and Grandma. 

• React What difficulties do you think there would be if you moved to a 
country where you didn’t know anyone and didn’t even know the language?

• Connect If you were an actor in this play, what character would you like to 
play? Why?

Develop Vocabulary

Respond and Analyze

SHARED READWEEK 5 LESSON 2
READING WORKSHOP

FOCUS ON STRATEGIES Tell students that authors of plays and other 
fictional writing use precise words to give readers a clear idea of what is 
happening. The vocabulary words immigrants, interview, permission, and 
arrival tell us about important characters and events in Grace and Grandma.

MODEL AND PRACTICE Model filling out the chart on p. 390 of the Student 
Interactive using the word immigrants.

• The author writes about Chinese immigrants being kept out of the 
United States. From the context, I can tell that immigrants are people 
who come into a country as newcomers. 

• In the chart, I will write immigrants as the vocabulary word and think of 
an antonym. Then I will write a sentence using the vocabulary word.

MInilesson

ELL Targeted Support Vocabulary Display the words in the Word Bank. 
Explain that these words are used in the play to tell about people who come 
to the United States.

Have students say the words. If possible, show pictures or act out scenes 
that depict the meanings. On the board, write simple sentence frames 
and have students complete them, such as: I need ____ to go to the 
library. EMERGING/DEVELOPING

OBJECTIVES
Use text evidence to support an 
appropriate response.

Respond using newly acquired 
vocabulary as appropriate.

Discuss specific ideas in the text 
that are important to the meaning.

Discuss elements of drama such 
as characters, dialogue, setting, 
and acts. 

Grace and Grandma
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INTERACTIVITY NOTEBOOK

STUDENT INTERACTIVE, pp. 390—391

Check for Understanding TURNTURNMyMy Have students complete p. 391 of the Student Interactive.

 QUICK CHECK

Notice and Assess Can students 
identify the meaning of words that help 
describe events in the play?

Decide
• If students struggle, revisit 

instruction for developing vocabulary 
in Small Group on pp. T326–T327.

• If students show understanding, 
extend instruction for developing 
vocabulary in Small Group on  
pp. T326–T327.

Have students use the strategies for developing vocabulary.

OPTION 1  TURNTURNMyMy Have students respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as they complete p. 390 of the Student 
Interactive. Their sentences should accurately use the words as the 
author uses them.

OPTION 2  Use Independent Text Have students find and list 
words that precisely tell about characters and events in their 
independent reading texts. Have students use context clues such as 
synonyms and antonyms to determine the meaning of each word.

Apply

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
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VOCABULARY

Develop Vocabulary
In plays and other works of fiction, authors choose precise words to 
describe events. These words help readers imagine what is described.

TURNTURNMyMy  Write the correct vocabulary word from the word bank in the 
first column, using the synonym or antonym clue provided. Then fill in the 
missing synonym or antonym and use the vocabulary word in a sentence 
about the play.

immigrants   interview   permission   arrival

Word Bank

Vocabulary 
Word

Synonym Antonym Sentence

newcomers

denial

departure

questioning

Many immigrants had to 
stay on Angel Island.

nativesimmigrants

permission

arrival

interview

approval

entrance

answering

Immigrants needed 
permission to enter the 
United States.

Wendi’s grandfather wants 
to celebrate her arrival.

U.S. officials asked 
Grandma Mei questions 
during the interview.

Possible responses:

390390
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READING WORKSHOPCOMPREHENSION

Check for Understanding
TURNTURNMyMy  Look back at the text to answer the questions.

1. What identifies Grace and Grandma as a drama?

2. Why does the author have Wendi asking questions about the 
meanings of words or phrases in paragraphs 75, 77, and 83?

3. What can you conclude about how Grandma Mei feels about her 
Chinese heritage? 

4. How can you connect the Chinese saying “All things are difficult 
before they are easy” to Grace’s challenges?

DOK 2

DOK 2

DOK 2

DOK 3

It has a cast of characters, settings, dialogue, and scenes. Stage 
directions tell the actors what to do.

Wendi’s questions show the challenges of learning another language. 
Some words and phrases are informal English or cannot be 
understood literally.

Grandma Mei’s Chinese heritage is important to her. Moving to 
America as a child was hard for her and her family. She wants Grace 
to appreciate being an American and also value her Chinese heritage.

Learning Chinese is hard for Grace, but if she works hard at it, as 
Grandma Mei suggests, it will probably get easier for her. Having an 
easier time speaking Chinese will help Grace enjoy it more and help 
her understand her heritage better.

Possible responses:

391391
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FOCUS ON STRATEGIES When reading a drama, readers need to recognize 
the parts of a play in order to determine the setting, characters, and plot. 
They understand how each part builds upon earlier sections of the drama. 
This prepares the reader to present the story using dialogue in front of an 
audience.

• A drama is divided into parts. Large parts are called acts. Smaller parts 
of acts are called scenes. Scenes build upon each other to tell a story.

• Characters are the people in the play. A cast of characters is listed at 
the beginning of the script.

• The setting is the time and place of the story. The play’s author 
writes the setting at the beginning of the printed play and also at the 
beginning of an act or scene if the setting changes.

• Dialogue is the actors’ lines. The character's name is written before 
each line.

• Stage directions are instructions printed in the play that tell the actors 
how and where to move or how to say their lines. Often authors put 
stage directions in parentheses to set them apart from the dialogue. 

MODEL AND PRACTICE Use the Close Read note on Student Interactive  
p. 376 to model annotating the text to identify play elements.

• All plays have characters. They are the people in the play. I will look for 
a cast list at the start of the play to identify the characters. I can also 
look at the dialogue to identify characters. Characters' names are listed 
before lines of dialogue. What element of a play might I look for to find 
where the drama takes place?

• Have students find the setting of the play and underline that as one of 
the elements of a drama.

Minilesson

Identify Play Elements

CLOSE READWEEK 5 LESSON 3
READING WORKSHOP

“ Even one minute of targeted instruction has value. You are going to have students whose reading 
abilities are below grade-level expectations. The challenge is how to support those students. One way to 
do that is to realize the value of one-minute lessons. For example, you could pull two or three students 
for one minute of practice in reading high frequency words both in isolation and in context. There is a 
big payoff for just that one minute per day.”
See PearsonRealize.com for more professional development on research-based best practices.

EXPERT’S VIEW Sharon Vaughn, University of Texas at Austin

OBJECTIVES
Discuss elements of drama such 
as characters, dialogue, setting, 
and acts. 

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, 
and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms 
such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part 
builds on earlier sections.

ACADEMIC  
VOCABULARY
Integrate Offer students oral 
practice using unit Academic 
Vocabulary words to talk about 
how people support each other in 
difficult times. 

• A person from one generation 
can help a person from another 
generation by ____.

ELL Access
Discuss with students that 
identifying parts of a play will help 
them better understand it. Project 
the play, and read parts of it aloud.

Grace and Grandma
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ANNOTATE NOTEBOOK

Apply 

Have students use the strategy of identifying play elements in order 
to understand the written text of the play.

OPTION 1  TURNTURNMyMy Have students annotate the text using the 
Close Read notes on how to identify play elements, and then use 
their annotations to complete the graphic organizer on p. 392 of the 
Student Interactive.

OPTION 2  Use Independent Text Have students use sticky notes 
to mark important elements of a play, such as the setting and plot. 
After they read, they should write how noticing these elements 
helped them understand how scenes build upon each other to tell a 
story. 

 QUICK CHECK

Notice and Assess Can students 
find the elements of a drama and 
understand the dialogue? 

Decide
• If students struggle, revisit 

instruction about play elements in 
Small Group on pp. T330–T331.

• If students show understanding, 
extend instruction about analyzing 
play elements in Small Group  
pp. T330–T331.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT OPTIONS

STUDENT INTERACTIVE, p. 392
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Question Underlined  
Text Evidence Play Element

Who are all the  
people in the play?

When and where does 
scene 2 take place?

What does Grace ask 
in scene 3 that causes 
Grandma Mei to 
describe her experience 
at Angel Island?

What does Grace do  
in paragraph 98?

CLOSE READ

Identify Play Elements
Play elements include characters, scenes, settings, stage 
directions, and dialogue. Identifying how these elements build 
upon each other will help you better understand the play.

1. TURNTURNMyMy  Go to the Close Read notes in Grace and Grandma 
and underline parts that help you identify play elements. 

2. Text Evidence Use some of the parts you underlined to 
complete the chart.

Explain how the scenes build upon each other to help you understand the play.

“dad; grace liu, age 8; 
grandma mei; mom; wendi 
zhang, age 8”

characters

“It’s early Monday 
evening of the same day 
… at the dinner table.”

“‘Why was it so hard?’” 

“(grace winks.)”

setting

dialogue

stage direction

Possible responses:

Scene 1 introduces the characters. Scenes 1 and 2 set up the problem 
that Grace does not care about her heritage. Scene 3 shows Grace’s 
feelings begin to change in the dialogue with Grandma Mei. In scenes 4 
and 5, Grace takes a new interest in her family history.

392392
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ELL Targeted Support Use Background Knowledge Tell students that 
readers use their prior knowledge to help them understand what they read.

Have students reread the first page of the play, stopping after the word 
“heritage.” Model how to use prior knowledge by explaining how you feel 
when you think about your own heritage. Ask students to tell you about 
important parts of their heritage. Tell students that as they read, they will keep 
those thoughts in mind to better understand the text. EMERGING/DEVELOPING

Have students reread the play, and make a T-chart of challenges faced by 
Grandma Mei and by Wendi when they moved to the United States. Then 
have them discuss challenges the characters faced or would face upon 
moving to a new home. EXPANDING/BRIDGING

FOCUS ON STRATEGIES Readers are always asking themselves if they 
understand what they are reading. If they don’t understand the text, they 
know strategies for fixing their comprehension.

• Reread the part you don’t understand.

• Look at pictures and graphic sources that accompany the text to help 
you understand the text.

• Use your background knowledge—what you know about the topic—to 
help you understand new information.

• Ask yourself questions and look again in the text to find answers.

• Look in outside sources such as dictionaries to find definitions.

• Underline text, highlight text, or use sticky notes to mark important 
words and information that might help you figure out what you don’t 
understand.

MODEL AND PRACTICE Use the Close Read note on p. 377 of the Student 
Interactive to model monitoring comprehension. The dialogue in a play can 
be hard to follow. If I lose track of who is talking, I can highlight the names 
of the characters to help me clearly see the speaker’s name.

MInilesson

Monitor Comprehension

CLOSE READWEEK 5 LESSON 4
READING WORKSHOP

OBJECTIVE
Monitor comprehension and make 
adjustments such as re-reading, 
using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating 
when understanding breaks down.

ACADEMIC  
VOCABULARY
Integrate Offer students oral 
practice using the unit Academic 
Vocabulary words to monitor their 
comprehension. Ask:

• What familiar ideas can you use 
to understand the unfamiliar 
ideas in this text?

• What advice would you 
give someone about how to 
understand this text?

Grace and Grandma
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WHOLE GROUP
myView
Digital

ANNOTATE NOTEBOOK

STUDENT INTERACTIVE, p. 393

 QUICK CHECK

Notice and Assess Are students able 
to tell you where in the text they lost 
comprehension and what strategy they 
used to regain comprehension?

Decide
• If students struggle, revisit 

instruction for monitoring 
comprehension in Small Group  
pp. T334–T335.

• If students show understanding, 
extend instruction for monitoring 
comprehension in Small Group 
pp. T334–T335.

Have students use the strategies for monitoring comprehension 
while reading a drama.

OPTION 1  TURNTURNMyMy Have students annotate the text using other 
Close Read notes for Monitor Comprehension and then use the text 
evidence from their annotations to complete p. 393 of the Student 
Interactive.

OPTION 2  Use Independent Text Have students place sticky 
notes at places in their text where their comprehension broke down 
and write on the sticky note a brief statement of what they did to 
regain comprehension.

Apply

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
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READING WORKSHOP

Question Highlighted  
Text Details

How I Checked  
My Understanding

Who speaks in  
scene 1?

How are the 
characters speaking 
at the end of scene 3?

What are Grace’s 
actions in  
paragraph 84?

In scene 5, how does 
Grace feel about 
speaking Chinese?

“It would be fun to 
speak Chinese with  
you, Grandma—and 
with Wendi, too.”

Monitor Comprehension
While reading a drama, readers monitor comprehension to make sure 
they understand what they read. When their understanding breaks 
down, readers might reread, use background knowledge, ask questions, 
or annotate.

1. TURNTURNMyMy  Go back to the Close Read notes and highlight details that 
help you monitor your comprehension of the drama.

2. Text Evidence Use some of your highlighted details to show how you 
monitored your comprehension of these details.

“dad”, “grace”, and 
“grandma mei”

I reread the 
characters’ names.

“(quietly)”; 
“(together)”

“(grace smiles, takes 
wendi’s arm, and leads 
her over to the game.)”

I asked questions about 
the words appearing 
before the dialogue.

I marked the stage 
directions and reread 
them.

I reread Grace’s 
dialogue and used 
what I already know 
about how people 
can change.

Possible responses:
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